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Orkney, Shetland, and Foroyar Islands

Words used in the Orkney Islands,
Shetland Islands, and
Foroyar Islands.                                                         English

A

aa ................................................................................... river
ayre........................................open beach of sand or shingle

B

baa.............................sunken rock, on which the sea breaks
..............................................................in bad weather only
banki..............................................................................bank
barmur ....................................................................bay, cove
bodhi ............................................................................rocks
botnur ..............................................................................bay
bow................................................................................buoy
brough, burgh ..................................... circular tower or islet
bue..................................................................... sunken rock
bugt ................................................................... bay or bight
bydg ...........................................................................village

D

drangur ...............................................................rocks, point
dyke................................................................................wall

E

eejde ......................................................................... isthmus
eidhi ......................................................................... isthmus

F

felli ........................................................................ mountain
fjall ........................................................................ mountain
fjordhur ................................................................ fjord, bay
fles, flesjar ....................................................................rocks

G

geo, geodha ..................... a hollow, rocky creek, or opening
gjov ....................................................................... split rock
gloup .....................................................cave with open roof
grund, grynna .................................................. shoal or bank
gruns................................................................ fishing banks

H

haaf.................................................................... the deep sea
hamari ................................................ steep wall of moutain
heugh..........................................................crag or steep hill
heyggjur .......................................................................... hill
holm ...............................................................................islet
holmur ......................................................................... island
hovdi .....................................................................point, hill
hovn.................................................................................bay

K

kirk.............................................................................church
klettur.............................................................................. hill
kyle ....................................................narrow sound or strait

M

meikle, muckle..............................................................great
mule, mull .................................................promontory, cape

N

naes ...............................................................cape, headland
neap, noup......................................................lofty headland
nes ................................................................................ point
nipa .............................................................................. point

O

ord ......................................................... steep hill, mountain
oy ................................................................................ island
oyar ............................................................................islands

R

rost .................................................... tidal race or whirlpool

S

sandur........................................................................... point
skaer............................................................... rock or skerry
skar.................................................................mountain pass
skerry ..........................................rocky reef or isolated rock
stack .............................................. precipitous isolated rock
stakkur ................................................................ point, rock
steinar........................................................................... rocks
steinur ................................................................. rock, point
sund................................................................ strait, channel

T

taing ................................................................... rocky point
tangi ............................................................................. point
tindur......................................................................mountain

V

vag...................................................................................bay
vig ......................................................... creek, cove, or inlet
vik ...................................................................................bay
voe...................................................long narrow bay or firth

W

ward, wart, vord ............................... cairn of earth or stones
wick ....................................................................... open bay
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Gaelic

GAELIC English

A

a, an, am...........................................................................the
abhainn, aibhne ............................................................. river
acair............................................................................anchor
aird, ard ................................................................ high point
allt ............................................................... stream or brook

B

baa ................................................................................ rock
bad ...............................................................................grove
bagh ................................................................................bay
baile .................................................................... farm, town
ban, bhan .....................................................................white
barr ............................................................................summit
bass ............................................................................... rock
bealach ...............................................................pass or gap
beg................................................................................. little
ben......................................................................... mountain
bhreac, breac ...........................................................speckled
bhuidhe, buidhe..........................................................yellow
biod ...........................................................................summit
bo, bogha........................................................... sunken rock
bu .............................................................. rock under water
bun ........................................................ foot, mouth of river

C

camas, camus ...................................................bay or creek
caol, caolas .......................................................firth or strait
ceann ............................................................................ head
clach ............................................................................ stone
clei ......................................................... a rugged eminence
cnoc ...................................................................hill or knoll
coire .....................................................................whirlpool
corran ...........................................................................hook
creag .............................................................................. cliff

D

dearg ............................................................................... red
deas .............................................................................south
druim ........................................................................... ridge
du, dubh ......................................................................black
dun ....................................................................mound, fort

E

each .............................................................................horse
ear .................................................................................. east
eileach, eilean ................................................. island or islet
eileanan ........................................................ islands or islets

G

garbh ........................................................................... rough
geo, geodha.................................................................. creek
glas.................................................................. green or grey
gleann ............................................................................glen
gob ..........................................................bill or beak of bird
gorm...............................................................................blue

H

heugh ..................................................................... steep hill
holm............................................................................... islet

I

iar .................................................................................. west
innis or inch ........................................ choice pasture island

K

klakh ........................................................................... stone
klet ............................................................ rugged eminence
knowe.............................................................................. hill
krag ................................................................................ cliff
kyle, kyles .......................................narrow passage or strait

L

lag ........................................................................... a hollow
leac, lekh............................................................slate or slab
lia, liath ............................................................. grey or blue
linne, linnhe ....................................................... gulf or lake
loch ................................................................................ lake
lon ........................................................................... a stream

M

maol ....................................................................... headland
meall .............................................................................lump
mointeach, monadh ................................moss or moor land
mol, moll..................................................................... a cliff
more ..............................................................................great
mull ....................................................................promontory
mullach ....................................................................summit

N

na, nah, nam, nan ...................................................the, these

O

ob, obe .......................................................... creek or haven
oiti ............................................................................... shoal

P

pal, poll, poul, or puill ........................ pool or bay, also bog

GAELIC English
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R

rhu, ruadh ........................................................................ red

S

salann, salean ................................................. salt water bay
sgei .............................................................a rock in the sea
sgeirean ........................................................rocks in the sea
sgon, sgonn ...............................................................a lump
sgor, sgurr .................................................................. a peak
sithean ....................................................................mainland
sron........................................................... nose, promontory

GAELIC English
stac ............................................. a steep rock or conical hill
strath ................................................................ a river valley

T

tob ...............................................................a well or spring
torr .................................................................. a conical hill
traigh ................................................... strand or sand beach
tuath ............................................................................. north

U

uaine.............................................................................green
uamg or uamha ..............................................................cave
uig ................................................................................... bay

GAELIC English
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